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The Mary McLeod Bethune Home i s  located on t h e  campus of  Bethune-Cookman 
College i n  Daytona Beach, Flor ida.  The s t r u c t u r e  was t h e  home o f  Mary 
McLeod Bethune from t h e  time o f  i t s  construct ion sometime i n  t h e  1920's 
u n t i l  Mrs. Bethune's death i n  1955. 

The home is  a simple two story frame s t r u c t u r e  o f  a  domestic s t y l e  common 
t o  t h e  1920's. I t  i s  o f  no a r ch i t ec tu r a l  s ign i f icance .  According t o  
o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  Mary McLeod Bethune Foundation, which now manages t h e  
bui lding,  t h e  home has undergone no i n t e r i o r  o r  e x t e r i o r  a l t e r a t i o n s  s i nce  
i t s  construct ion.  

A t  t h e  present  time t h e  s t r u c t u r e  is a  house - museum dedicated t o  t h e  
memory of Mary McLeod Bethune. The house i s  maintained i n  exac t ly  t h e  same 
s t a t e  a s  when occupied by Mrs. Bethune. A l l  t h e  rooms i n  t h e  house, none 
o f  which have been changed s ince  he r  death, contain  Mrs. Bethune's 
furnishings.  

When t h e  Mary McLeod Bethune Foundation was es tab l i shed  i n  1953, a  small 
b r i ck  bu i ld ing  resembling a  garage was at tached t o  t h e  home. The bui lding 
serves  a s  an archives  f o r  t h e  Mary McLeod Bethune papers.  Although it i s  
not  a p a r t  o f  the o r i g i n a l  s t r uc tu r e ,  it is  not  an i n t ru s ion  of s u f f i c i e n t  
magnitude t o  de t r ac t  from home ' s bas i c  i n t e g r i t y .  
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STATEMENT O F  SIGNIFICANCE 

Mary McLeod Bethune was one of  t h e  be s t  known black Americans during t h e  
per iod between World War I and World War 1 1 .  A s  a founder o f  t h e  United 
Negro Women of  America, a s  d i r e c t o r  o f  t he  Division of  Negro Af fa i r s  i n  
Franklin Delano Roosevelt 's National Youth Administration, a s  a r ec ip i en t  
of t h e  NAACP 's Springarn Medal, and a s  a consul tant  on i n t e r r a c i a l  a f f a i r s  
t o  t h e  first United Nations General Assembly i n  San Francisco, Mrs. Bethune 
was a publ ic  f i gu re  and a leading spokesman f o r  t h e  concerns o f  black 
America. Although she  can be c l a s s i f i e d  as  an adminis t ra tor ,  c i v i l  r i g h t s  
leader ,  Negro spokesman, and p r e s i d e n t i a l  adviser ,  she i s  bes t  remembered 
a s  an educator. I t  was he r  r o l e  as  black educator t h a t  es tab l i shed  h e r  
repu ta t ion  and i t  was t h i s  r o l e  t h a t  served a s  t h e  base o f  her many 
a c t i v i t i e s  and i n t e r e s t s  ou ts ide  of  education. 

Mary McLeod Bethune was born i n  1875 i n  a small  wooden cabin near  
Mayesville, South Carolina.  She was t h e  f i f t e e n t h  c h i l d  of  former s l ave  
parents .  A t  an e a r l y  age she i s  s a i d  t o  have displayed a s t rong  i n t e r e s t  
i n  receiving an education. Like most o f  h e r  fellow blacks she perceived 
education as  t h e  only way through which black America could a t t a i n  t h e  
bene f i t s  of freedom. When she  was n ine  t h e  Presbyter ian Church i n  
Mayesville es tab l i shed  a missionary school and it was t he r e  t h a t  she 
received h e r  f i rs t  formal education. While a t tending t h i s  school she 
a t t r a c t e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of one Mary Crissman, a devote Quaker. 
Mrs. Crissman arranged a schola rsh ip  f o r  he r  t o  t h e  Presbyter ian Barber- 
Sco t i a  Seminary i n  Concord, North Carolina.  Upon cornpl e t i n g  Barber- 
Sco t i a  Seminary Mary McLeod attended t h e  Moody Bible I n s t i t u t e  i n  Chicago 
t o  prepare  f o r  a vocation a s  African missionary. When she graduated from 
t h e  Moody Bible I n s t i t u t e  t h e r e  were no pos i t i ons  ava i lab le  i n  Afr ica  and 
she re turned t o  t he  South as a teacher .  She taught f i rs t  a t  Haines 
I n s t i t u t e  i n  Augusta, Georgia, and then moved t o  Sumter, South Carolina.  
There she met 'and married a fellow school t eacher  named Albertus Bethune. 
The Bethunels had one ch i ld ,  a son named Alber t .  The family soon moved t o  
Savannah, Georgia, where Albertus opened a t a i l o r  shop. Instead of  
s e t t l i n g  down t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  home, Mrs. Bethune decided t o  
continue h e r  missionary - educational work among t h e  black poor. I n  1904, 
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  death of  he r  husband, Mary McLeod Bethune learned t h a t  
a community of black laborers  had grown up a t  Daytona Beach i n  connection 
with r a i l r o a d  construct ion i n  Flor ida.  She decided t h a t  she would move 
t o  Daytona Beach and s t a r t  a school.  
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Mrs. Bethune a r r i ved  i n  Daytona Beach i n  1904. The r e so r t  community would 
be he r  home f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  he r  l i f e .  The s t o r y  o f  t h e  beginning and growth 
of  today 's  Bethune-Cookman College i s  a true saga of  Mary McLeod Bethune's 
dedicat ion t o  t h e  education o f  black youth. The Daytona Normal and 
Indus t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Negro Girls opened i n  1904 i n  a d i lap ida ted  cabin 
"on t h e  o the r  s i d e  of  t racks ."  The f i r s t  c l a s s  consis ted of  f i v e  g i r l s  and 
Mrs. Bethune's son Alber t .  She pursued t h e  development o f  h e r  school i n  
a 1904 t r a d i t i o n a l  manner: she appealed t o  t h e  ph i lan throp ic  sentiments of 
nor thern wealth. Mrs. Bethune quickly recognized t h a t  Daytona Beach's 
pos i t ion  as  a r e s o r t  favored by wealthy i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  and merchants presented 
an i dea l  opportuni ty  t o  r a i s e  funds f o r  he r  school.  When these  men were i n  
Daytona Beach, she appealed personal ly  t o  them f o r  support .  She was 
successful .  By 1910 a s e r i e s  o f  donations and gran ts  had provided a firm 
foundation f o r  t h e  Daytona Nomal and Indus t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e .  In  1923 t he  
school merged with t h e  Cookman I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Boys o f  Jacksonvi l l e .  The 
Board o f  Education o f  t h e  Methodist Church took over sponsorship of t he  new 
Bethune-Cookman College and turned it i n t o  a jun ior  col lege.  I n  1941 a 
four  year  degree program i n  teacher  t r a i n i n g  and l i b e r a l  a r t s  was introduced 
and t he  f i r s t  c l a s s  graduated two years  l a t e r .  In  1947 t he  co l lege  received 
t h e  coveted t'Att a cc r ed i t a t i on  r a t i n g  of  t h e  Southern Association of  Colleges 
and Schools. I n  t h e  same year  Mary Mc.Leod Bethune, now 72, stepped down as 
p res iden t  o f  t h e  school.  The school t h a t  she had b u i l t  on, t o  use her  words, 
f a i t h ,  prayer ,  and endless  t o i l ,  was making an important contr ibut ion t o  
black education i n  t h e  South. 

Mary McLeod Bethune's remarkable achievement o f  e s t ab l i sh ing  a school and 
t u n i n g  it i n t o  a v i ab l e  i n s t i t u t i o n  of higher  l ea rn ing  brought he r  na t iona l  
recogni t ion.  From he r  r o l e  as educator she  moved on t o  become a spokesman 
f o r  t h e  general  concerns of  black America. When i n  1936 President  Franklin D. 
Roosevelt brought he r  into h i s  adminis t ra t ion as  Director  of t h e  Division of  
Negro Af fa i r s  i n  t h e  National Youth Administration, she was recognized as  
one of t h e  countryf s major black leaders .  

Mary McLeod Bethune died i n  1955. Her l i f e  experiences had ranged from 
laborer  as  a South Carol ina f i e l d  hand t o  p r i v a t e  conversations with 
pres iden ts .  Mary McLeod Bethune is a s i g n i f i c a n t  f i gu re  i n  many a reas  o f  
Afro-American h i s t o r y  i n  America. But she h e r s e l f  always f e l t  t h a t  she made 
he r  major contr ibut ion as an educator. Black youths and t h e i r  r e l i g ious  
and i n t e l l e c t u a l  well  being were he r  permanent concern. 
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